Sustainable Population

The first question surely must be, ‘Have we readhedosition that is currently
sustainable?

Since | retired 3 years ago my wife and | havedllad to many places and enjoyed
the hospitality and culture of all of the placesitgd. We found the people of these
countries happy and very caring for each othehdlgh some of the places have
little to be happy about they genuinely seemedte éor one another and were very
positive in their outlook. Also in all places thegple were proud of their country.

When we return to our island it sometimes can berg depressing time due to the
fact for many years now, and | say this as a pislatider, there does not appear to
me to be any corporate feeling in Jersey anymooe. 0hly have to read the JEP for a
couple of days and that feeling of ‘nothing changegulfs you.

When you walk around the town, in shops, pubstbé&feeling that Jersey is a special
place to live is not as vibrant as it used to tepdak to many people be they Islanders
or people who have moved to the island to worklared and when | speak it is

mainly in a social manner but now that | do adittblunteer work | also speak to
people in a ‘work/advice’ environment.

| know there are real pressures in our island ang@robably the first time in many
many years there is real pressure and fear tharevabout to go through a very tough
time without really knowing how we will come out thiis in a positive manner.

The very rich may suffer some losses but in manyswhey appear to be
unconcerned due to the fact that they will haventieans to counteract whatever
negative issues might come their way. While theottalf and | include the middle
income bracket in this are deeply concerned aswothey are going to sustain their
current lifestyles. Many have already sufferedaesichanges to their lives and | just
wonder sometimes if politicians realise what isialy going on in our small
community.

Jersey remains a good place to live even thoughingroliticians are wittingly or
unwittingly trying to upset what we have. Surely politicians are supposed to set
examples and behave in a reasonably concordantenakinthe moment they
certainly are not doing so and should really stagonsider how unsettling the
behaviour of a number of our elected politiciansosesly affects the lives of Jersey
residents.

To sustain our position in this changing world amaintain what we have the island
does need to look forward and in many ways probdblthings in many new and
different ways. | do not know what these ‘thinge2 dut what they must do is carry
the public along with them and when any thing newiroduced we need to ensure
we can sustain them within our limited budgets.

One of the most important and critical areas welnieesustain in our very small
island is SPACE, enough space in order to breatte=ajoy what is left of our
beautiful island. Without space people become abtfeat there is nowhere for them



to go, especially those who cannot afford to cardtily leave the island for holidays
or even business.

People who have visited Jersey after only a fiveetoyears absence cannot believe
how much new development has sprung up duringithis Those of us who live
here see this happening in a gradual process andtdally appreciate the impact of
the buildings that are going up.

When Hue Court was built the views were superboascpuld see across the whole
of the Bay of St. Aubin and also had views overttven. Now one can see only a
small patch of sea near Noirmont Point. | am joghy to emphasise what enormous
building developments has been created in less2Bamars and especially during
the last 10.

Buildings do cram people in and those living irH&tier must feel trapped at times
which goes to the beginning of this letter conasgrpeople being happy. There are
not many large areas of space left in Jersey smust be very careful to sustain what
we have.

If we increase our population we will need to buildre accommodation, schools,
hospital facilities etc. | do know a number of tegis working in our States Schools
and | hear that class room numbers in certain dstave increasing which will cause
teachers further stress and possible loweringaofdstrds. The Hospital which | know
offers a good service, is considering loweringlied numbers as staffing and budget
issues are becoming a deep concern. Accordingetm#dia the public sector is
insufficiently staffed with certain departmentusgling to maintain the status quo. If
you travel on our roads many of them are in a baie ®f repair: the transport service
available to country parishes is desperately woegpecially during the long dark
and gray months of winter.

| could go on and on and | have not mentioned mguisisues but what | am trying to
demonstrate is currently we are already strugglngustain our current population
numbers. It does not need the ‘brain of Britainin@agine what it would be like if our
population levels were to grow much higher tharaneat present.

In summary, | realise that in order to stay std meed to go forward and | would
encourage and would expect our politicians to loediod thinking. | do not believe
anyone has the ‘golden answer’ to sustainability iaso difficult to please everyone
but whatever we do in or island we must do it tbgetdifficult | know, but we must
do it without compromising what we have left of ti@od things in Jersey.

Thank you

Steve Cole



